CUSTOMS   OF   MOSUL

and latest bride always becomes the servant of all
for the first year of married life, or till another and
younger one is brought to the home. Much depends
on the mother-in-law's character as to the happiness
or otherwise of the inmates of the hareem. If they
wish, they can make the lives of the young wives
perfectly miserable, or the reverse.

The same custom of feasting for a certain number
of days takes place too in connection with funerals.
The guests who come to mourn sit in solemn silence
all day long; their mourning does not lessen their
appetite, however, for they thoroughly enjoy their
" feast" of sorrow. After a death, the " wailers " are
brought in. I went once to a Christian house of
mourning to see these wailing women. It was a
ghastly sight, The professional wailers sat on the
ground in the centre of the relations and guests, and
worked themselves and others into such a frenzy
that I thought some would have fainted from ex-
haustion ; slapping their knees, tearing their hair
and clothes, till they resembled maniacs more than
women.

A short time ago a very sad and sudden death
took place in Mosul in a house very close to us.
We were awakened one night, while sleeping on the
roof, by hearing the terrible wailing sounds coming
from our neighbour's house. At the same time a
messenger arrived in great haste, asking my husband
to go at once to see the patient, as his relatives were
not sure if he was dead or only in a fit. He had
been out during the night to some Moslem religious
function, and died quite suddenly on his return.

The wailing went on in the hareem for seven days,